
PCR EMS USER 
GUIDE 

INTRODUCTION 

PCR EMS is a full-featured Patient Care Reports app written for the Apple iOS 
operating system.  It can be used on any device such as an iPhone or iPad. 

PCR EMS implements a type of flow called non-dependent sequencing.  The 
Menu screen presents a number of tasks that can be called in any sequence, and 
each task does not depend on the results of a preceding task.  Here is what the 
Menu looks like after starting a PCR on the initial screen by tapping on the “+” 
button, then tapping the Menu button: 
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In a typical first responder run, a Dispatcher will give the team some basic 
information about the patient, usually the chief complaint, age, and sex. So the 
first item to select is usually the Dispatch tab.  The following screen shot shows 
the run information partially filled in, after the team has reached the patient. 
Note that clicking on any of the time fields will bring up a date picker that will let 
you input the time. 
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When the team reaches the patient, the next step is typically to get the patient’s name, address, age, 
and gender.  This done by tapping the Patient tab, and the following screen will be shown: 
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One of team will then begin interviewing the patient about the patient’s chief complaint, symptoms, 
previous pertinent medical history, etc.  This is done by tapping the Subjective tab, bringing up the 
following screen to fill in during the interview: 
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Typically, the next step is to get initial vital signs by tapping the Vitals tab, bringing up the following 
screen to fill in.  Not all information will be filled in, depending on the patient’s responses in the 
interview, but typically the medic will assess blood pressure, pulse, respiration, and blood oxygen.  The 
results will be displayed on the next screen.  Note that a new vitals assessment may be done and 
recorded at any time. 
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From here on, a lot will depend on the patient’s medical condition as decided by the medic. In a non-
emergency situation, the next step would probably be to do a Primary Assessment, by pressing the 
Primary Assessment tab: 
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In the example given here, where an acute myocardial infarction is suspected, a Secondary Assessment 
would probably not be done, but Interventions would be made, as shown by pressing the Interventions 
tab.   Medication and Procedure Interventions are recorded separately, with the results as shown in the 
next screenshot. Note that it is critical that the time of each Intervention is recorded. 
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Again, depending the medic’s judgement, the patient may immediately transported to a hospital, and a 
Secondary Assessment may be performed in the ambulance, by pressing the Secondary Assessment 
tab.  The following figure shows only a very small part of the Secondary Assessment screen. The medic 
taps on each row of the screen that he/she wants to record, and after pressing Done the next screen is 
displayed. 
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At any time, the medic can check what has been performed at what time by pressing the Chronology 
tab: 
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To write the PCR, two things are needed: a Narrative of everything that was done, and a final report. 
The Narrative is done by pressing the Narrative tab and then the Generate button, resulting in: 

 

 

The Narrative can be printed to any Airprint compatible printer by pressing the Print button. 
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Finally, the medic will generate the actual Patient Care Report by pressing the Print tab, with the 
following results: 

‘  
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Of course, the entire sequence above may be completely different in a trauma situation, where it is 
impossible to interview the patient and the highest priority is to do immediate Interventions and 
immediate Transport to a hospital. 

After the run is completed, the medic will probably fill in the remainder of the Dispatch report. 

To complete the PCR, the Menu button is pressed, and the user is returned to the initial screen, where 
all of the PCRs that have been done are tabulated. 

 

 

Another PCR may be started by pressing the “+” button or the results of any PCR may be reviewed by 
tapping on that row in the table. 

 


